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       Our best laid plans for 2021 
may, in part at least, go the way 
those same plans did in 2020. 
But we’ll keep trying, and we 
look forward to eventually seeing 
all of you in person! Our quarter-
ly program meeting set for Tues-
day, March 16 at 7PM will be 
virtual. Kirk Gibson from Shrine 
Mont will take us on a tour of the 
beautiful and historic conference 
center in Orkney Springs via a video. Board 
members Dennis Atwood and Edgar Lamma will 
work with Kirk to produce a visually pleasing 
and informative program. Stay tuned for details 
about access to the presentation. You may al-
ways email us to inquire at schs.va@gmail.com.  
       One of our most anticipated annual events 
is Shenandoah County Heritage Day, set in 
2021 for Saturday, April 17 in Strasburg. Herit-
age Day 2020 was canceled, of course, and 
we’re not sure yet what form this year’s celebra-
tion of our heritage will take. We’re working with 

county library archivist and co-
host of the event, Zach Hottel, 
to determine what direction we 
will take to bring to the public 
the wonderful history our com-
munity has to share. The focus 
of Heritage Day will be Stras-
burg and surrounding commu-
nities. As always we also wel-
come exhibits about families 
and other items of interest 

from throughout the county. 
       Just a reminder that the Shenandoah 
County Historic Courthouse Visitor Center and 
Museum will be closed during the months of 
January and February. This is not coronavirus 
related! Instead it’s our regular winter break.  
        While the Visitor Center and Museum are 
closed, we will continue to process book orders 
and private visits to the Courthouse building can 
be arranged via e-mail or by leaving a message 
at 540-459-1795. 
        Best Wishes for a Happy New Year! 

2021 Preservation Award  
Nominations Invited 

 

       It’s time again to invite nominations for the 
Society’s Excellence in Historic Preservation 
Awards, to be presented in May. The purpose of 
the awards is to honor projects within Shenan-
doah County that deserve recognition for their 
preservation efforts. By doing so we hope to 
encourage others to follow the examples of 
those being recognized. 
      The awards are intended to recognize out-
standing projects in the fields of history, archi-
tecture, scenic beauty and material culture (this 
includes furniture, textiles, documents, folk art, 
photography, basketry, tools and more). The 
original, or source object(s) must be at least 
sixty (60) years old, and the preservation project 
must have been completed to be eligible for 
consideration.  
       Application deadline is April 1 of each year. 
A Nomination Form is on the SCHS web site 
[www.schs1795.com] and is included with this 
newsletter. Forms will also be available through-
out Shenandoah County at libraries and muse-
ums and by contacting the Society at 540-459-
1795, or by email at schs.va@gmail.com.  

  Peter Muhlenberg — 
Did he or Didn’t He? 

By Susan Walls 
  [The following is a copy of remarks made by the Narrow 
Passage DAR Chapter Regent Susan Walls at this year's 
DAR wreath laying at the Muhlenberg bust in front of the 
Shenandoah County Historic Courthouse earlier this year.] 
        Pastor, General, Congressman. Peter 
Muhlenberg was a man of devotion to God 
and his country. The inscription on his tomb-
stone at the Augustus Lutheran Church Ceme-
tery in Trappe, Pennsylvania, speaks to the 
man and how he lived:  “He was brave in the 
field, Faithful in the Cabinet, Honorable in all 
his transactions, A Sincere Friend and an 
Honest Man.” 
       Rather than thinking of what he accom-
plished over the course of his life, when we 
think of Peter Muhlenberg, we likely think first 
of one event, the Farewell Sermon when he 
began to leave the ministry behind to serve his 
country.  
       The most popular version of the Farewell 
Sermon, the one we are most familiar with, 
appeared in an 1849 biography of Peter writ-
ten by his nephew, Henry Muhlenberg, who  
                          [Continued on Page 3] 

 

SCHS is Now on      
FACEBOOK                         

www.facebook.com/SCHSVA    

SCHS Society Update - Covid and not 

The SCHS web site:   
www.SCHS1795.com  

NGS 2021     
Family History 

Conference 

May 19-22, 2021 
Richmond,  VA 

 

     [At Richmond Convention Center] 
 

 This is an opportunity to choose from 
 more than 175 lectures, presented by  
 many nationally recognized speakers,    
 explore an exhibit hall filled with a host of  
 exhibitors, and network with fellow gene- 
 alogists.  On-line registration will begin:  
 Jan. 13, 2021   www.ngsgenealogy.org 
 
 Info: 703-525-0050 or 800-473-0060  
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From the: 
Shenandoah     
County Archives   
  

By Zach Hottel, Archivist 

Message from the President 

       We are happy to welcome a large addition to our collection 
of material from Bakers Store located in Mt. Olive.  
       This new donation contains dates from 1914-2018. It in-
cludes 144 ledgers detailing sales, inventories, egg purchases, 
and other business transactions at this community center. A lim-
ited number of photographs, correspondence, sales materials, 
and other items are also included. After a yearlong process to 
prepare them for public access, the collection material can now 
be viewed at the Shenandoah County Library’s Truban Archives.  
       Bakers Store opened for business in 1860 under the direc-
tion of Ephraim Baker. An existing archival collection contains 
materials from the opening of the store through 1901.  
       Ephraim died in 1919 and his son William H. Baker (1895-
1989) became the store’s owner.  These new additions are from his time as storekeeper and also 
contains limited information from individuals who operated the store during the latter half of the 20th 
and early part of the 21st centuries.  
       Collections such as these provide us with information about the commercial enterprises of the 
store, but also the community which utilized its services. Since Bakers Store was a center of the Mt. 
Olive community, details about local events, local organizations, and the names and needs of most 
residents can be found in these boxes.  
       Access a full inventory of the collection at countylib.org/2020-002. Reserve an appointment to 
access items by calling (540)984-8200.  

       COVID-19 has surely forced us to adapt to 
the circumstances around us, and do so careful-
ly. I hope you, your family and friends are well. I 
count myself among the fortunate who don’t 
have to go out to work and am thankful to live in 
a rural area with space to get outside. For me, 
having the national forest and Shenandoah Na-
tional Park so nearby is an advantage that I’ve 
been able to enjoy. 
       We’ve had virtual SCHS board meetings, 
which have gone pretty well, despite the tech-
nical challenges that often face those of us of a 
certain age. My thanks to board member Dennis 
Atwood for hosting our Zoom meetings.  
       Many of us have missed the “normal times” 
use of our public libraries and I’m pleased that 
this is changing. Our family genealogy research-
er, Kathy Rivers, has finally been able to get into 
the Shenandoah Room and Truban Archives on 
a limited basis to fulfill the genealogy requests 
we’ve received. Kathy’s clients have been very 
patient; I suppose delays have become a regular 
occurrence everywhere and part of daily life.  
       A year ago we announced a formal agree-
ment with the Shenandoah County Library that 
would allow the 30,000 or so images from the 
Hugh Morrison, Jr. Photographic Collection to be 
digitized and made available to the public on a 
library platform. With assistance from County 
Archivist Zach Hottel, Project Committee mem-
bers Edgar Lamma, C.F. Wagniere and Dennis 
Atwood had planned to begin the process in 
early 2020 but were, of course, forced to delay 
the project. They hope to resume work by mid-
2021. The data entries for descriptive labels and 
search capabilities are expected to take several 
months to complete. 

       The SCHS board sincerely appreciates all 
that our volunteers do to make our organization 
a success and ordinarily we would have ex-
pressed this with a dinner. That couldn’t happen 
this year. Therefore I will thank them now for all 
they do to help in many different ways. They 
include Kathy Rivers, Anna Mae Ortgies, Robert 
Frye, Sallie Raynor, Kent Womack, Gloria 
Boone, Billy Boone, Kevin Frazier, Jenna 
French, Sharon Lee, Leigh Devier, Jim Steven-
son, Kim Stevenson, Diane Pence, Larry 
Beazley, Phyllis Wright, Zach Hottel, Hank Zim-
merman, Andrew Thayer, Karen Cooper and 
Sharon Weatherholtz. In addition, thank you to 
our board members, who often wear several 
hats with their SCHS duties, including Treasurer 
C.F. Wagniere, Secretary Ellen Markel, VP/
Newsletter Editor Janet Wagniere, John Ad-
amson, Bruce Alger, Dennis Atwood, Anne 
Dellinger, Edgar Lamma III, Rick Lytton, Margie 
Hisey Tackett, Meg Trott and Susan Walls.  
       Not only are our volunteers appreciated, but 
so are our members. I particularly would like to 
note the increasing number of Life/Family Life 
members we have. In just this past year we’ve 
gained eight. I always feel that Life memberships 
express a confidence in us and what we do that I 
welcome, though I also recognize that it’s very 
convenient to not worry about annual dues! 
       To close, I wish you and yours a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy, Healthy New Year! 

Baker’s Store 

 

SCHS COMPLETE  BOOK LIST 
Is available on web site:  
www.SCHS1795.com 
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assured his readers that “numerous traditional accounts” of what 
transpired that day still existed in the Woodstock community. They 
varied, though all concurred, “in attributing to [the sermon] great 
potency in arousing the military ardour of the people.”  Today, some 
doubt it happened at all, or that it happened as Henry described.  
After all, when he wrote it, over 70 years had passed. 
            But there was an earlier written account of Muhlenberg’s 
Farewell Sermon.  Dr. James Thacher, veteran of the Revolutionary 
War, attended an “entertainment” to which Brigadier General 
Muhlenberg had invited him and forty other officers.  His account 
was written November 3, 1778, and published in his journal in 1823.  
No one is sure, but it’s likely his account was gleaned from conver-
sations at that “entertainment”.  He wrote, “General Muhlenberg 
was a minister of a parish in Virginia, but participating in the spirit of 
the times, exchanged his clerical profession for that of a soldier.  
Having in his pulpit inculcated the principles of liberty and the cause 
of his country, he found no difficulty in enlisting a regiment of sol-
diers, and he was appointed their commander.  He entered his pul-
pit with his sword and cockade, preached his farewell sermon and 
the next day marched at the head of his regiment to join the army, 
and he does honor to the military profession.”   
       Yes, there are differences in the two versions. Neither might be 
called the definitive account. But the stories are similar enough to 
give credibility to each.  And both acknowledge Muhlenberg’s fierce 
defense of the American cause and his appearance at the pulpit in 
military guise.   
      There was a time when American school children far and wide 
were familiar with the story of the Farewell Sermon. Pennsylvanian, 
Thomas Buchannan Read, was inspired to include it in a larger 
work, a poem published in 1862 called, “The Wagoner of the Alle-
ghanies”. Part of that poem was reprinted in McGuffy’s Fifth Eclectic 
Reader as “The Rising”.  Here are a few verses from “The Rising”: 
 6.  The pastor rose:  the prayer was strong; 
         The psalm was warrior David’s song; 
         The text, a few short words of might,-- 
        “The Lord of hosts shall arm the right!” 
 
 7.  He spoke of wrongs too long endured, 
        Of sacred rights to be secured; 
        Then from his patriot tongue of flame 
        The startling words for Freedom came. 
        The stirring sentences he spake 
        Compelled the heart to glow or quake, 
        And, rising on his theme’s broad wing, 
 And grasping in his nervous hand 
 The imaginary battle brand, 
        In face of death he dared to fling 
        Defiance to a tyrant king. 
 
   8.  Even as he spoke, his frame, renewed 
        In eloquence of attitude, 
        Rose, as it seemed, a shoulder higher; 
        Then swept his kindling glance of fire 
        From startled pew to breathless choir; 
        When suddenly his mantle wide 
        His hands impatient flung aside, 
        And, lo! He met their wondering eyes 
        Complete in all a warrior’s guise. 
 
      To paraphrase from the Forward of Edward W. Hocker’s 1936 
biography of Muhlenberg : 
      This moving poem captures the defining moment of Muhlen-
berg’s life.  It captures the intensity of Muhlenberg’s action in that 
moment: the text of his sermon, closing his Bible and leaving the 
pulpit, removing his ministerial robe to reveal the military uniform.  
Of course, a life is more than a single moment.  A war is more than 
a single battle. A ministry is more than a single sermon. 
     There are heroic tales and amazing myths of patriotic American 
heroes with inspiring stories.  But many have little basis in fact or  

Muhlenberg -  [Continued from Page 

John Adamson receives DAR Award 
 

       On Saturday, October 10, the Narrow Passage Chapter, 
DAR, was honored to present the Historic Preservation Recogni-
tion Award to John Adamson of Strasburg. This award recogniz-
es worthy individuals and groups for outstanding achievements  
in all areas of historic preservation. 
       John currently serves as a board member of both the Shen-
andoah County Historical Society (SCHS) and the Strasburg 
Museum where he also served as president. He is the former 
president, current treasurer, and active docent at the 18th century 
Belle Grove Plantation, Middletown. 
       He has worked on many projects to help preserve the history 
of Shenandoah County with four particular focus areas. In 2017, 
he embarked on the Historic Barns Survey, an effort to docu-
ment all of the barns in Shenandoah County in response to the 
threats to our historic barns from changes in agricultural require-
ments, development and maintenance costs of these iconic 
structures. 
       John has long been a collector of what are commonly called 
Kentucky long rifles. He is very knowledgeable about the history 
of their production as well as the artistry of these iconic rifles. He 
frequently shares his knowledge in presentations to the public 
and enjoys seeing the audience’s obvious pleasure in being able 
to handle and examine such important and historic artifacts. 
       Nearly 20 years ago, the SCHS began the project of pro-
cessing over 30,000 glass and film negatives from the Hugh  
Morrison, Jr. Photographic Collection. John has been a member 
of the team since the beginning and he authored the book, A 
Pictorial History of Shenandoah County Fifty Years Through the 
Lens of Hugh Morrison, Jr.  The book featured images from the 
collection covering the late 19th century through the 1940s.  In 
2011, he served as guest curator of the Museum of the Shenan-
doah Valley’s exhibit, As Good As Can Be: Shenandoah County 
Through the Lens of Hugh Morrison, Jr.  
       Since 2011, he has also written the Historic Building Series 
articles for the quarterly SCHS newsletter, which feature  written 
histories and photographs of over 30 houses and other buildings 
throughout Shenandoah County. These articles have been en-
joyed by the readers and, hopefully, encouraged building owners 
to care for these historic structures. 
       Clearly, John Adamson is devoted to preserving and teach-
ing the history of Shenandoah County and the county owes him  
a great debt of gratitude for his dedication to preserving its inter-
esting history. 

Muhlenberg -  (continued from previous column) 

documentation to support their occurrence according to the 
Journal of the American Revolution.  It goes on to state that, 
thankfully, there are also inspiring accounts and stories that, 
although perhaps exaggerated or embellished over genera-
tions, have a significant degree of historic truth to them and one 
of them is that of the Farewell Sermon of the Fighting Parson of 
Shenandoah Valley, Peter Muhlenberg.  



ª Continuing Series on Historic Buildings in Shenandoah County ª 

By: John Adamson        My barn survey adventures have re-
vealed another interesting Shenandoah 
County house to write about. Dennis and 
Sandi Hult purchased the property at 8794 
Senedo Road in 2013 and have been mak-
ing changes to it during their ownership, 
just as previous owners have for well over 
150 years. The pattern of modernizing and 
expanding good, old homes is one I find 
very appealing. Today, no one would live 
in a house without plumbing or electricity 
and it would be a shame to abandon a 
worthy old house that can be modernized, 
so I am always pleased to see the owners 
upgrade their historic homes for modern 
living. When this process occurs over mul-
tiple owners and many decades it is fun to 
try to unravel the changes made over time. 
This is especially true when caring owners, 
like the Hults, retain physical evidence of 
earlier times. 
       The Hult’s house appears to have 
been expanded and improved at least 
three times during its lifetime. The 
“original” house appears to be a modest 
two room over two room frame house on a 
stone foundation that included an earthen 
floor cellar. “Original” is in quotes because 
the two story frame house undoubtedly 
replaced an earlier (probably log) home 
that no longer exists. The presence of a 
log spring house, still standing in the back 
yard, suggests an 18th century or early 
19th century residential presence on the 
property. The frame house was expanded 
by a very large addition about 1900. This 
addition faces the road and dominates the 
much smaller original house behind it. Inte-
rior details reveal that the large addition 
and the smaller original house were built at 
different times. A late 20th century addition 
to the rear of the original frame house add-
ing modern living space is a further im-
provement.  
       The Hults have continued the process 
of modernizing this old house by increas-
ing bathroom space and renovating the 
kitchen for convenient living. They are cur-
rently adding a covered deck that will allow 
them to enjoy the wonderful views of the 
back of the property to the east. Fittingly, 
the covered deck framing reminds me of a 
barn. Speaking of barns, I did a short video  

for the National Park Service featuring 
the Hult’s pre-Civil War barn. You can 
find it on The Cedar Creek and Belle 
Grove NHP Facebook page: https://
www.facebook.com/CedarCreekNPS/
videos/671829170405727 
       There are a number of interesting 
details in the Hult’s home that speak of 
its journey through time. Covered porch-
es on the front and sides show different 
patterns of decorative woodwork from 
different phases of modernization. Mold-
ings around doors and windows appear 
to be from two different eras. The front 
stairway with its turn of the (20th) century 
newel and staircase is quite different 
from the small enclosed corner stairway 
in the kitchen. This corner stairway is 
typical of early 2nd quarter 19th century 
construction in Shenandoah County. An 
interesting trio of bullet holes in the door 
to this stairway suggests a violent occur-
rence. Because this house is located 
where Confederate General Thomas 
Rosser’s cavalry attacked Union General 
George Custer’s cavalry on October 7, 
1864, we can speculate that the bullet 
holes are from that engagement. If only 
they could talk. 
       The wonderful Original Land Survey 
Atlas of Shenandoah County (Lena 
Fuller, 2010) shows this property as part 
of a 400 acre parcel belonging to John 
Jones that was surveyed in November, 
1751. In this case, we can be sure Jones 
lived on the property because the survey 
includes the phrase “including where he 
lives on Mill Creek”. Lake’s Atlas of 1885 
shows the property occupied by E. Ham-
mond and reveals that today’s Senedo 
Rd. was then called North Mountain Rd.   
       I congratulate the Hults for their 
stewardship of this home. The long chain 
of property ownership often found in 
Shenandoah County creates interesting 
houses when successive owners adapt 
older homes for modern times. The 
house at 8794 Senedo Road is a great 
example of this local tradition. 
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New covered deck with barn-like roof framing  

Circa 1830 corner stairway showing three bullet  
holes in the door  Circa 1900 newel post  

Original 1830s house at right, 20th century addition to the 
left  

The large1900 addition almost hides the original 1830s 
house to the rear  

Decorative exterior trim around front porch and door, 
circa 1900  

Log spring house on property probably pre-dates exist-
ing house  
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By John Adamson – December 10, 2020 
 

       Several months ago, I received an 
unexpected email from a scientist in West 
Virginia asking about log barns in Shenan-
doah County. Kristen de Graauw, PhD, 
had found the map of surveyed barns on 
the SCHS website and wondered if I would 
be interested in the use of dendroarchaeol-
ogy to date any of them. Wow! That email 
started an unexpected opportunity to learn 
something about Shenandoah County 
barns that I could not resist. I answered 
Kristen immediately and enthusiastically to 
learn more. I found that I had a lot to learn. 
       Dendroarchaeology is the science of 
examining old structures by sampling the 
tree rings contained in their logs and tim-
bers. Trees felled for buildings exhibit spe-
cific growth patterns in the sequence of 
rings they contain. These growth patterns 
can be matched to known samples from 
other trees to 
determine when 
the tree was cut 
down. This is not 
a simple process 
and requires mul-
tiple samples 
because individu-
al trees may vary 
from one another 
even if they grew 
in close proximity. Further, it is necessary 
to obtain samples that include an intact 
outer ring to get the complete growth rec-
ord for any individual tree. This can be 
extremely difficult in buildings where most 
timbers have their outer layer removed by 
sawing or hewing or where dampness and 
insects have damaged the outer layers. 
        The sampling of old logs and timbers 
is quite demanding and the analysis of 
samples taken is complex. Without trying 
to detail these procedures, let me just say 
that it takes skill, experience, determination 
and some physical strength to get the sam-
ples by drilling with a hollow drill bit. The 
“cores” obtained must be carefully identi-
fied, marked, sanded, examined under a 
microscope and individually recorded. Data 
obtained is entered 
into complex statis-
tical computer pro-
grams to obtain 
results. In the best 
cases, the year, 
and even the sea-
son, of felling of the 
timbers can be de-
termined. In other 
cases, the efforts 
may be inconclusive. 
       Kristen selected Shenandoah County 
for her efforts because she knew that many 
log buildings (barns) have already been 
identified and mapped here. And, while she 
wanted to learn the dates of those log 
barns, she actually has an additional, quite 
different purpose for her work. That is to 

“see” the forest that produced the logs for 
the buildings and understand its growth 
and possible management by Indigenous 
Peoples before the arrival of the first Euro-
American settlers. The science for this is 
truly amazing and it opens possibilities to 
learn about Valley history as never before. 
This will be a big effort requiring grant 
funding and could take several years start-
ing in 2021. 
       Several weeks ago, Kristen made an 
inspection trip to Shenandoah County to 
see if there was truly a good opportunity for 
her work. We rode around the county for 
two days, looking at log barns. I learned a 
lot about dendroarchaeology and Kristen 
learned something about historic barns. 
The results of the inspection trip were very 
encouraging and Kristen went home to 
West Virginia to finalize her grant requests. 
Grant applications have been submitted 
and she and I are anxiously waiting to hear 
if they are approved. 
       Before she left to return home, Kristen 
mentioned that she had some unscheduled 
time in November and would I be interest-
ed in seeing if she could return in a few 
weeks and try to find dates for a couple of 
historic timber frame barns. She was will-
ing to charge far less for this work than 
normal and I immediately took her proposal 
to the SCHS board of directors. The board 
understood what a 
special opportunity 
this proposal pre-
sented and unani-
mously and enthu-
siastically approved 
the plan.  
       During the 
period November 8 
through November 
12, Kristen and I 
looked at about 
eight old timber forebay bank barns to se-
lect and sample two candidates for dendro-
archaeology. It was not as easy as I 
thought because the best results come 
from oak timbers and we found many of 
the oldest barns used pine timbers. Fur-
ther, I wanted to examine the oldest, pre-
Civil War examples because finding the 
construction period of the earliest timber 
frame barns would help with dating all of 
the others. We settled on the best two can-
didates, one near Quicksburg and one 
near Lebanon Church and spent two days 
in each barn obtaining core samples. 
       The work of selecting the sampling 
locations, drilling and labeling the cores 
was very demanding and can only be done 
well by an experienced scientist. At the end 
of each day, Kristen was justifiably tired 
from her efforts, but the work went well. 
The results of the dendrochronology are as 
follows: 
       BARN #1 – 747 Graveltown Road, 
Quicksburg. Owned by Leta and Ty Lytton. 
This barn, as built, is a small (51 x 26) tim-
ber frame unposted forebay bank barn with 

a stone foundation. It has seen many re-
pairs, changes and additions in its lifetime, 
but at its core has 
all the signs of a 
pre-Civil War barn. 
All timbers are 
hand hewn, boards 
are sash sawn and 
nails are early cut 
nails. The rafters 
are skinned cedar 
poles and the roof 
has a steep pitch 
indicating plank or wood shingles originally. 
I estimated this barn to have been built 
around 1840 and to somehow have sur-
vived The Burning that took place in its 
area on October 7 & 8, 1864. Dendroar-
chaeology results were very consistent. 
This barn was constructed of timbers felled 
in the fall of 1865! Assuming timbers for 
this barn aged for at least several months, 
we can now estimate its construction year 
as 1866. Therefore, I must conclude that 
this is one of the very first barns built fol-
lowing the Civil War. The details of its con-
struction, noted above, simply indicate that 
the design and construction of this barn 
was just the same as barns built before the 
war. Perhaps it was needed quickly to re-
place a barn lost during the war. I look for-
ward to more research explaining the histo-
ry of this little barn – it is the first barn in 
Shenandoah County to have its date of 
construction verified by dendrochronology. 
       BARN #2 – 9787 Middle Road, Stras-
burg. Owned by Dick and Lori Ryan. This 
barn is a large (80 x 40) timber frame post-
ed forebay bank barn with a well-built lime-
stone foundation. All timbers are hand 
hewn, boards are sash sawn and nails are 
early cut nails. The rafters are skinned 
cedar poles. These are all indications of an 
early construction 
date. I estimated this 
barn to have been 
built about 1850. I 
might have estimat-
ed an earlier date, 
however, at 80 x 40 
feet this barn is larg-
er than average. 
Early barns tend to 
be smaller than average and my estimated 
construction date was later rather than 
earlier based on the large size. Dendro-
chronology results for this barn yielded two 
different dates, 1810 and 1867. The barn 
was built about 1811 and it was significant-
ly repaired or rebuilt about 1868. It is locat-
ed several miles north of the area included 
in The Burning (1864) and there is no evi-
dence of fire. It is likely that the barn simply 
experienced significant deterioration and 
needed extensive repairs in the years im-
mediately following the Civil War. There is 
a large “1869” painted on the one of the 
interior walls, possibly coinciding with the 
completion of extensive repair/rebuilding. 
                          [Continued on Page 6] 

Dendroarchaeology, Adventures in Tree Ring Dating of Old Barns 

Wood core samples obtained 
with a hollow drill bit. 

Kristen de Graauw hard at 
work obtaining a core 

sample in the Lytton barn  

Kristen de Graauw     
exploring a historic barn 

The Lytton barn, built about 
1866 immediately following 

the Civil War  

The Ryan barn, built 
about 1811, extensively 

rebuilt about 1868  
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       For both Barn #1 and Barn #2, the dendrochronolo-
gy results were quite consistent. That is, the samples 
taken at each barn yielded results that are statistically 
trustworthy. Further research into the specific history of 
each barn may reveal more details about the construc-
tion and repair, but the determination of the felling years 
for their timbers is a great enhancement to what is 
known. I consider this first effort to use dendroarchaeol-
ogy to understand the historic barns of Shenandoah 
County a tremendous success. Thank you, Kristen de 
Graauw, for your work and I hope we will have the op-
portunity to repeat this kind of barn research many 
times.  

NOTE: Kristen de Graauw prepared a complete report 
of her findings from the two barns included in this arti-
cle. The report is 38 pages and includes detailed de-
scriptions of the dendroarchaeology process, statistical 
and graphic findings as well as comments. Anyone in-
terested in receiving a copy of the report may request it 
via email from John Adamson and will receive the entire 
report as a .pdf file. Send your email request to John at: 
adamsons@shentel.net 

 Dendroarchaeology -  [Continued from Page 5] New Book      Partially funded by DHR, this book is 
a joint publication of the Archeological 
Society of Virginia and the Council of 
Virginia Archaeologists. 
     Edited by Elizabeth Moore, DHR’s 
state archaeologist, and Bernard K. 
Means, a professor of anthropology at 
Virginia Commonwealth University, The 
Archaeology of Virginia’s First Peoples 
surveys a timespan that stretches back 
more than 15,000 years, as evidenced 
by the Cactus Hill Archaeological Site in 
Sussex County and numerous other 
sites throughout Virginia.   
     The editors and six other contributing 
archaeologists to the volume range 
chronologically across the major tem-
poral-cultural divisions that scholars use 
to discuss American Indians in Virginia 
and the extended Mid-Atlantic region 
during the pre-Contact past. The au-
thors enlist the findings of recent ar-
chaeology, new technologies, and 
evolving research to discuss—and 
question—current ideas about Virginia’s 
First Peoples during the Paleoindian 
through the Early Archaic, Archaic, and 
Early and Late Woodland periods. The 
book has over 100 photos, maps, ta-
bles, and illustration  
     Carole Nash, a professor in JMU's 
College of Integrated Science and Tech-
nology and director of its Environmental 
Archaeology Lab was one of the contrib-
utors to the book.  Soft Cover. 
SCHS Price: $55 - Members: $53. 

The popular 2021 Historic Barns of Shenandoah Coun-
ty, VA Calendar has been a great seller. Only a few 
copies remain. Send $10 and $2 shipping to SCHS,  
P.O. Box 506, Edinburg  VA   22824 
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