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  ARE YOUR DUES DUE?? 
The date beside the name on 
your mailing label is the month 
and year your membership is 

due. Thank you for staying cur-
rent. Rates on Page 6. 

Please note new amounts. 

ATTENTION 

2023 Shenandoah County 
Heritage Day goes to    

Strasburg VA on April 15th       

       We hope many of you will be able to at-
tend the annual Shenandoah County Heritage 
Day. This year the event is set for Saturday, 
April 15 from 11am-3pm at the Strasburg Fire 
Department and Rescue Squad buildings on 
King St. in Strasburg. Parking is available in the 
public lots at Strasburg Town Hall and behind 
the Fire Dept. Visitors are also welcome to park 
at the Strasburg United Methodist Church and 
St. Paul Lutheran Church lots, both on W. 
Washington St., and a short walk from the 
event. There is no fee to attend or to partici-
pate.  
         As always we invite anyone who wishes 
to share an aspect of local history to attend and 
bring an exhibit. Since we’re located this year in 
Strasburg, we hope to have a good number of 
Strasburg area exhibits but participants 
throughout the county are welcome to bring and 
share history of their family, house, farm, 
school, church, business or other subject. We 
provide tables and chairs for exhibitors. Herit-
age Day is hosted by the Shenandoah County 
Historical Society and the Shenandoah County 
Library Archives. You may reserve a table by 
calling Zach Hottel at 540-984-8200 or Barbara 
Adamson at 540-975-0037. You may also leave 
a message at 540-459-1795  

Laughlin Auctions Coming to Dinner 

SCHS Annual Meeting 
Scheduled for May 16th 

 

Woodstock   
Fire Dept.     
Celebrates 

250th             
Anniversary 

       The 2023Shenandoah County Historical 
Society Annual Meeting and Dinner will be held 
Tuesday, May 16th in Edinburg at the historic 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 2447 located on 
Stony Creek Blvd at the railroad crossing. A 
social hour will begin at 6:00 PM followed by 
dinner at 6:30 PM. The cost for the dinner meet-
ing is $25.00 per person.  A reservation form is 
included with this newsletter. 

       Immediately after the dinner SCHS presi-
dent Barbara Adamson will conduct a brief busi-
ness meeting that will include a report on the 
Society’s accomplishments during the past year 
year. She will also conduct the election of mem-
bers to serve on the Board of Directors for the 
coming year. The proposed slate of current 
board members standing for re-election to a two
-year term include Barbara Adamson, Rick Lyt-
ton, Ellen Markel, Hank Zimmerman, and Susan  
Walls. There are two vacancies to be filled as 
Meg Trott and Margie Tackett have retired. Two 
candidates, Mary Redmon and Kenna Fansler, 
are being presented to fill those vacancies.  Bio 
information is on page 3 of this newsletter. 

       Presentation of the annual John H. Ad-
amson Excellence in Preservation Awards  and 
the Program will follow the dinner. 

       How many of us have attended a Laughlin 
auction on a Saturday morning, whether we 
needed to bid on items or not, and ended up 
staying most of the day? Having a country ham 
sandwich, visiting with friends and taking home 
something you didn’t know you had to have 
was always enjoyable. Times have changed. 
Laughlin auctions are mostly conducted online 
these days. 

       Join us at the annual dinner to hear Hoyle 
Laughlin, Sr. relate some history of the auction 
company. He will then be followed by Hoyle, 
Jr., who will tell us how things have changed 
and fill us in on today’s Laughlin Auctions.   
You’ll have time to ask questions and hear  
some of Hoyle’s stories. 

On March 10,1823, the citizens of Woodstock 
met to discuss providing fire protection for the 
community. Almost 200 years later their volun-
teers continue that tradition. In early April, 
(through June) the Historic Courthouse Muse-
um will feature an exhibit of unique photographs 
and items that detail their long and storied histo-
ry of the organization, fire protection, and the 
dedicated volunteers who continue to make the 
service to the community possible.  

 

SCHS 

is Now on 

 
 

www.facebook.com/ 
SCHSVA 



This Newsletter can 
be sent to you 
electronically. 

  Many photos will 
appear in color, and 

it saves postage ! 
 Notify us at: 

schs.va@Gmail.com 

Page 2 

The                         
Shenandoah County  

Historical Society, Inc.   
 

is a 

501 (c)(3) non-profit                           
organization. 

Pres.: Barbara Adamson 

Vice-Pres:  Janet Wagniere 

Secretary:  Ellen Markel 

Treasurer:  C.F. Wagniere 

 

Board Members:  

Dennis Atwood 
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Suzanne McIlwee 
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Karen Whetzel 

Hank Zimmerman 
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Janet Wagniere 

 

 

From the: 
Shenandoah     
County Archives   
                            By Zach Hottel, Archivist 

Message from the President 

     In 1908 the Shenandoah Valley Training Academy 
published their catalog and announcement for the 
school’s first session lasting from fall 1908 to spring 
1909.  
     The school, located near New Market Virginia, was 
associated with the Seventh-day Adventist Church 
and continues to operate under the name Shenando-
ah Valley Academy. When the catalog was published, 
the school was advertising its rural setting, connection 
to the land, religious affiliation, and strong educational 
curriculum.  
     You can learn more about Shenandoah Valley 
Academy’s first year by accessing this catalog via the 
Shenandoah County Library’s Truban Archives, open 
Monday-Friday with appointments recommended.  

Shenandoah Valley Training Academy 

      March came in like a lamb – will it go out like 
a lion? It certainly may, given the unpredictable 
weather we’ve had this winter. I look forward to 
seeing many of you at our annual dinner in May 
and anticipate hearing about the doings and 
changes that have taken place at Laughlin Auc-
tions in Edinburg.  
     I offer many thanks to Margie Hisey Tackett, 
who has decided not to return to the SCHS 
board for another term. Margie served since 
2017 and  has been a great asset, especially 
being a historic courthouse volunteer and help-
ing make the annual dinner the success it always 
is. We’ll miss you, Margie.  
      I must mention two SCHS previous board 
members, now gone, who contributed so much 
to the organization. Jan Hood, who passed Feb-
ruary 20, 2023, served on the BOD from 2011-
2013. I remember her clearly as the volunteer 
who “took care” of the library’s Shenandoah 
Room during the transition period in which we 
had no archivist. Her perfectionism, always evi-
dent with her quilting skills, also showed itself at 
the library. She was invaluable during that time.  
      Russ Adams, a longtime resident of  Ft. Val-
ley, who passed away on March 8, was a board 
member and newsletter editor,  serving both 
from 2004- 2006.  He also served as one of our 
Morrison volunteers back in the early 2000s, 
when we were going  full speed with that project. 
I spent many a morning with Russ processing 
glass plates at our former headquarters in the 
old Edinburg school.  
       Changes are inevitable. And today I get to 
welcome new board members, Mary Campbell 
Redmon of Strasburg and Kenna Fansler of  Mt. 
Jackson, to our group. We enjoy having board 
members from all parts of our beautiful county! 
       If you haven’t visited the Historic Courthouse 
lately, be sure to stop in. We’ve reopened for the 
2023 season and will welcome visitors every 
Friday and Saturday, from 11 am to 4 pm, 
through December 30th. 

       
 

“Liberty Furnace Office,” Undated, Morrison Studio 
Collection, Truban Archives, Shenandoah County 

Library, Edinburg, Virginia.  

Book Now Available 

       Stories of Our Community is the compilation 
of 12 booklets released throughout 2022 during 
the Shenandoah County 250th commemoration. 
Each booklet shares brief stories that feature 
some unique aspect of Shenandoah County histo-
ry, offering a variety of diverse topics. These indi-
vidual publications were distributed at various 
250th events during 2022 and are now contained 
in a single, commemorative volume for $30.  
       The Historical Society and the 250th Commit-
tee are pleased to be able to offer this book in 
celebration of our anniversary. We extend thanks 
to our twelve authors for their hard work and ex-
cellent contribution to Shenandoah County      
history. 
       The book is now available at the following:  
 

¨ Shenandoah County Historic Courthouse 
Museum/Visitor Center/Bookstore, 103 N. 
Main St. Woodstock, VA, now open every 
Friday & Saturday from 11 am to 4 pm. and 
also via SCHS website.  

¨ Travelers Treasures, 118 N. Main St., in 
Woodstock. Open daily business hours and 
closed on Tues. 

                                    [Continued on Page 4] 
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Life Members 
Each year we list our Life Members and say 

Thank You for your continuing support: 
Barbara Adamson 
Joan Anderson 
Suzanne Arthur 
Clyde & Judy Beachy 
Richard & Suzan Bell 
Greg Bott 
Laurie Burgess 
Sally A Burlingame 
Tom Carr 
Carrie Ruda Clark 
Mike & Pam Clem 
Michael Cook 
Diane Cooley-Lutz 
Karen G. Cooper 
Karen Costie 
John & Elizabeth Cottrell 
Richard D. Cummings 
Peter & Kathleen Dalke 
Elizabeth Davison 
Phyllis Deeney 
Ludwig Alex Deglmann 
Leigh Devier 
Susan E. Dietz 
Richard & Linda Downer 
John Eads 
Carlton Etter  
William & Cathy Ettinger 
Kenna Fansler 
Tom Faucett 
Janice Fleming 
F. Kevin Frazier 
Elissa Blake Free 
Robert Frye 
Diane Gardner 
Mary A. Giunta 
Nonna D. Good 
Shelly A. Good-Cook 
Nancy S. Hammer 
Dr. Conrad A. Helsley 
Susan E. Hines 
Shelby Hollar 
Dennis Hupp 
Pattie Irvin 
P.D. Kelchner 
Russell & Sarah Kohrs 
Edgar Lamma III 
Robin Layman 
Harry & JoAnne Lockhart 
Cindy Rose Long 
Rick & Yvonne Lytton 
Jean Martin 
Patricia Mason 
Bob & Suzanne McIlwee 
Charles & Robin Middleton 
Ashley A.L. Miller 
Janice Miller 
William J. & Diane Miller 
Gregory and Alicia Neas 
Randall Orndorff 
Anna Mae Ortgies 
Bonnie Painter 
Jerry & Mary R. Parsons 
Guy & Diane Pence 
Judith Powell 
Carolyn Lee Purdy 
Sherrell & Carole Pyles 
Sallie Massie Raynor 
Kathleen Rivers 
Wilson & Cyndie Ryman 

           

            Mary Campbell Redmon        

        Born and raised in Strasburg, Mary’s 
ancestors include Funks, Stickleys, Gate-
woods and Campbells. She graduated 
from Strasburg High School, Lynchburg 
College for degree in English Lit, JMU for 
degree in Early Childhood Education, and 
Shenandoah University for Masters De-
gree in Reading.  

     Mary went on to teach for 15 years at 
W.W. Robinson, 16 years at Sandy Hook 
and 6 years at Frederick Douglass in Win-
chester. 
     Currently on the Board of the Stras-
burg Heritage Association, she also 
serves on the Board of St. Paul Lutheran 
Preschool Camp, the Childcare Center 
and volunteers at the Strasburg Commu-
nity Library. A recent activity was working 
with the Strasburg Museum, Strasburg 
Heritage Association and the Town of 
Strasburg to update the signs for the 
Strasburg Historic Walking Trail. 
     Mary and her husband Richard have 
two daughters who are Virginia residents. 
     A few interesting family tidbits she 
shared are: she is distantly related to 
Charles Bare Gatewood of Geronimo 
fame - maybe first cousin three or four 
times removed? Three great grandfathers 
fought in the Civil War. Wright Gatewood, 
great, great grandfather, served in the 
Virginia General Assembly before the 
Civil War and after. Fourth great grandfa-
ther, Jared Williams, served in Congress 
from Frederick County. 
     We welcome Mary and look forward to 
all that she brings to the Society. 

New Board Member Candidates 

Kenna Fansler 

     Kenna is the current president of the 
Mount Jackson Museum, having been in-
volved with the museum almost since its 
beginning in 1997. They are now celebrat-
ing its 25th anniversary. 

     A native of Mount Jackson, he is a grad-
uate of Stonewall Jackson High School and 
Virginia Tech. His professional career has 
been in finance and insurance, working at 
First Virginia Bank in Mount Jackson and 
since 2000, as an agent for Shenandoah 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company in Wood-
stock. Kenna credits his grandfather, Ken-
na McKeever, for his fascination with histo-
ry. His grandfather was an avid historian in 
Wardensville, WV and passed on a broad 
interest in many subjects. 

     One of Kenna’s most recent projects 
was his writing of the chapter, Billy Landis -  
An Unlikely Folk Artist for the 250th Anni-
versary publication, Stories of Our Commu-
nity.  In addition to the narrative, Kenna 
collected a treasure trove of beautiful color 
photos which are pictured in the book. 

     Kenna claims not to have time for hob-
bies, but besides his passion for history, he 
enjoys gardening and is especially suc-
cessful with orchids, iris and hibiscus. His 
family and friends look forward to the annu-
al harvesting of his vegetable garden. 

     We look forward to having him with us 
on the SCHS Board of Directors. 

Mike & Melissa Seward 
Pat Shelton 
Nancy Stewart 
Andrew Thayer 
Meg Trott 
John & Cheryl Truban 
August Van Dessel Family 
Linda Varney 
Charles & Beverly Veatch 
VFW Post #2447 
C.F. & Janet Wagniere     

William & Susan Walls 
Kathy Ware 
William & Diane Warren 
Michael Watkinson 
Linda Wheeler 
Karen Whetzel 
Icia Wolfe 
Phyllis S. Wright 
W. Denman Zirkle 



Harold Vanderbilt and the Shenandoah County Memorial Hospital  
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ª Continuing Series on Historic Buildings in Shenandoah County ª 

        Some believe that the privileged rich, 
especially those who have inherited 
wealth, contribute little to the lives of 
working men and women.  Harold Stirling 
Vanderbilt, whose great-grandfather had 
amassed an unprecedented fortune in the 
shipping and railroad industries, defied 
that notion. 
       The great-grandson acquired Mount 
Airy farm, south of Mt. Jackson,  in 1941.  
Owning the farm not only provided him a 
respite from city life, but also allowed him 
to gain an understanding of local needs, 
particularly the need for a hospital. 
       In a 2001 book that details the hospi-
tal's history,  Mona M. Casteel describes 
the financial support provided by Mr. Van-
derbilt, as well as the reaction of county 
citizens to his generosity and encourage-
ment. The information contained in the 
four paragraphs that follow has been gar-
nered from that publication. 
       Planning for the facility began in 
1945, with the charter established in Au-
gust of the following year. John G. Miller 
was the hospital's president and W.O. 
"Web" Riley was fund chairman. The origi-
nal projected cost of the facility was some 
$300,000.  (Costs had grown to over 
$800,000 by the time the hospital opened 
in September 1951.) 
       Despite the monumental efforts of 
local fundraisers, by 1947 contributions to 
the fund were slowing.  When bids were  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
opened in September 1949,  there was still a 
$70,000 shortfall. As he had done on numerous 
occasions, Vanderbilt provided a  substantial 
donation ($50,000), which allowed groundbreak-
ing to begin in November of that year. 
       Speaking of the vital role he had played in 
the completion of the project, fund chairman Riley 
stated: "Many times during the past three years, 
when the outcome of the various financial cam-
paigns seemed beyond accomplishment, Mr. 
Vanderbilt would boost us over the top and raise 
the spirits of all involved in trying to put this wor-
thy project over." 
       Vanderbilt spoke at the September 16, 1951, 
dedication of Shenandoah County Memorial Hos-
pital.  He pledged ongoing support for the facility, 
a promise he kept. By 1978, at which time both 
Harold and his wife Gertrude had died, total con-
tributions amounted to some $750,000,  including       
$300,000 in bequests from both. Such a sum, of 
course, would be millions in today's  dollars. 

       Ten years before coming to the 
county, he had shown his willingness 
to work with small communities. After 
a property dispute with Palm Beach, 
Florida, officials, he had purchased an 
undeveloped area called Manalapan, 
located south of the city.  He had it 
developed, incorporated, and he 
served as town mayor for 14 years 
and on the town council for over thirty 
years. 
       Born to affluence in 1884, Van-
derbilt earned a law degree from Har-
vard and later served with distinction 
in the U.S. navy in World War I. Hav-
ing inherited equity in some eight rail-
road companies, he was director of 
the New York Central, the core of his 
great-grandfather's empire, until 1954. 
       Along the way, he found time to 
indulge his passion for racing his J-
class yachts, securing the America's 
Cup for the United States three times 
during the 1930s. Previously, in 1925, 
he had created contract bridge, a pas-
time enjoyed by millions of people 
worldwide. 
       Once he arrived here, though, he 
must have realized that making mon-
ey to make money to make money; 
racing luxury boats; and winning 
bridge tournaments were not among 
the most pressing concerns of Shen-
andoah County citizens, many of 
whom were simply trying to survive. 
He acted on that realization.  As a 
friend and enabler of the dedicated 
men and women who built our hospi-
tal, Harold Stirling Vanderbilt stands 
tall. May he always be remembered.                   
 
 
 
 

250th Books on Sale:              
  [Cont. from Page 2] 

¨ The Edinburg Mill Museum Gift 
Shop open daily 9:30-5:30; 12N 
– 5 on Sun. 

¨ Strasburg Hupps Hill Visitor Cen-
ter at 33229 Old Valley Pike 
open daily 10 am to 4 pm. 

¨ Mount Jackson Town Office, 
5901 Main Street, open 8 to 4:45, 
Mon. - Fri.  

Note:  The following article, written by local 
contributor, John Clem, is provided as a 
tribute to a philanthropist with a famous 
name who did much to provide Shenandoah 
County with our hospital.  

He credits Mona Casteel’s recent book:  
Shenandoah Memorial Hospital: Chronicling 
the 50-Year History of Medical Care in Shen-
andoah County as a primary source of infor-
mation. 

Clarke County Historical Association Presents: 
 

The Fabric of America Series: "Natural Women:               
Nature, Maternity, and Liberty after the Revolution" 

          April 16th, 2 p.m. - 4 p.m. at the Barns of Rose Hill 
                  $25 non-members / $20 CCHA members  
 

Dr. Ann Little will present this talk about nature and the natural that 
women were writing about around the turn of the nineteenth century. 
The high-waisted (empire) gown was praised for its rendering of free 
women's bodies as more "natural"--although many writers and observ-
ers were careful to criticize women who revealed too much of their 
natural forms in these gowns of gauze and filmy muslin. The populari-
ty of this style coincided with the beginnings of women's tourism to 
natural springs and spas. 

Harold Vanderbilt 

Brocks Gap Heritage Day 

 
SCHS COMPLETE  BOOK LIST 

Is available on web site:  
www.SCHS1795.com 
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       Throughout Shenandoah County there are 
historical collections or restorations that have 
preserved an account, a piece, a moment, a 
landmark of the county’s past. Often these are 
family heirlooms, handed down through gener-
ations. Other times, the historical moments 
take countless hours of research, construction, 
and/or preservation. 

     The Shenandoah County 
Historical Society wants to 
recognize these noteworthy 
accomplishments of historic 
preservation in the county 
and is currently accepting 
nominations for the John 
Adamson Excellence in His-
toric Preservation Award. 
This annual award, previ-

ously known as the Shenandoah County His-
torical Society’s Excellence in Historic Preser-
vation award, was renamed to recognize long-
time society member and historian John Ad-
amson, who passed last year. 
       Society president Barbara Adamson said 
the awards recognize those “individuals who 
value our history and who have patiently taken 
steps to preserve a portion” – regardless of the 
history itself. She said everything from histori-
cal post card collections to church restorations 
or the preservation of 
church documents such as 
Mt. Zion Lutheran Church’s 
donation of church ledgers 
to the Shenandoah County 
Library’s Truban Archives 
are examples of what 
preservation can be.  
       “It’s not one single 
thing because there are so 
many ways to preserve” the 
art, the culture, the faith, 
the music, the lifestyle, and/or the tools which 
create a community.  
       Even though some award recipients have 
spent tedious hours on carefully documented 
history such as that of Patrick Murphy’s re-
search on Shenandoah County’s role in the 
French and Indian War or William Miller’s re-

search on the Battle of Toms Brook, 
Adamson wonders about the collec-
tions and preservation of things 
such as maybe Valley grandfather 
clocks or Valley quilts even black-
smithing tools that remain unrecog-
nized.  
       Often those collectors who 
have painstakingly protected gener-
ations of the past are unfamiliar with 
the importance 

of their work, said Ad-
amson, yet it is those 
carefully preserved gener-
ational pieces that are 
worthy of recognition.  
       For nearly 20 years, 
the society has chosen 
two or three significant 
treatments of county histo-
ry, not only for historical 
spots such as the 2015 
award winners Delmar and Joan Hooley for 
their restoration of the Wilkins Farmhouse on 
Swover Creek or the 2019 winners Thomas 
Price and Karl Roulston for their restoration of 
1920 Strand Theater into Box Office Brewery, 
but to authors such as Gloria Stickley, Norman 
Scott, Jeanette Ritenour and James and Mar-
garet Trott or local clubs such as the Massa-
nutten Antique Tractor & Gasoline Engine 
Club, who was a 2022 recipient. 
       “These are not 
just items either,” said 
Jim Stevenson, com-
mittee chair. He said 
often recipients are 
places such as the 
Corhaven Graveyard, 
a Quicksburg burial 
site of enslaved Afri-
can Americans, or The 
Edinburg Mill. “Those are very public places.”  
Adamson and Stevenson agree that many 
times nominations come not from the owner or 
artist but from a colleague, a family member, 
or a member of the community at large. 
“That’s fine,” said Adamson. “Anyone can 
complete the application.” 
       The applications can be found online at 
SCHS1795@gmail.com. Click interest areas 
and preservation awards to download the ap-
plication. Applications should be mailed by 
April 1, 2023, to SCHS, PO Box 506, Edin-
burg, 22824. Please include photos or publica-
tion dates if appropriate. Residents can nomi-
nate more than one person or location.  

      Whether it’s the family or the 
local historian, the newspaper, tomb-
stone, court record, or sometimes 
even our own eyes – we believe 
when we shouldn’t. At least, not with-
out checking first. In just over a third 
of a second Google located 201 ref-
erences to Jacob Hobbs and Tappa-
hannock in the same item and only 
thirty to Richard Hobbs and Tappa-
hannock. Yet as Wes Pippenger’s 
extensive research shows Jacob’s 
only connection to Tappahannock is 
in legend – not in fact. 
        Any record can contain an error; 
no single record should be accepted 
as fact without corroboration. When 
record destruction makes it difficult if 
not impossible to locate such sup-
port, we may have to rely on logic 
and social patterns of the time and 
place instead of documentary evi-
dence, but no single statement (even 
if repeated multiple times) should be 
allowed to stand alone. 
       And before we assume that the 
records we have located are all that 
survive or were made, we need to 
carefully examine the records them-
selves as well as others. The missing 
pages from the Accomack and 
Southampton census serve as a 
prime example. They survive; they 
just didn’t get filmed. And, most re-
searchers didn’t notice. 
        The Tinsley documents, and the 
Catlett and Edwards will serve as 
examples of records that survive 
record destruction because they 
were either original records from 
which court copies were made or 
personal copies. Assuming that rec-
ords don’t survive doesn’t take into 
consideration that most records do 
not stand alone; they are part of a 
process and that process usually 
leads to the creation of other records. 
        The Rev. Berryman’s diary and 
register, the Augusta Stone Church 
records and the Hanover and Lexing-
ton Parish vestry books are quasi-
public records or in the case of the 
vestry books quasi-government rec-
ords. They can often serve to replace  

A Word of Caution From An 
Experienced Researcher 

NOTE:  This is an article from  the 
November 2022 Magazine of Virginia 
Genealogy that offers a wise word to 
those doing historical research. Writ-
ten by Magazine Editor, Barbara Vines 
Little, it serves as cautionary advice 
about accepting information as fact. In 
the piece there are references to arti-
cles included in this Magazine edition 
from people and places we might not 
recognize (Jacob Hobbs, Tappahan-
nock, Accomack, etc.), but the sound 
advice applies to any research, any-
where you might explore.     

Research  (Continued) 
 
missing records. 
        Repetition does not create facts; and 
missing records or a substitute can often be 
found if we bother to look in other places.  

John H. Adamson Preservation Awards Invite Nominations                         
By Lisa Currie 

John H. Adamson 

                         NOTE: 

This is a reprint of an article by Lisa 
Currie that appeared in the Northern 
Virginia Daily on Feb. 23, 2023. We 
realize that by the time our readers 
read it, the submission date for nom-
inations will have passed. But we 
appreciated and enjoyed the article 
and wanted to share it. Many thanks 
to Lisa and to the NVD for permis-
sion to reprint.  

250th Book Receives         
Award nomination 

       We have been informed that The Lost 
Shared Signing Community of Lantz Mills and 
Shenandoah County, Virginia by Kathleen L. 
Brockway, published by Shenandoah County 
Historical Society, has been nominated for 
consideration in the nonfiction category for the 
2023 Library of Virginia Literary Awards. 
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Sunday, May 7th -  1:00 PM  
The Grand Opening of the revitalized    
Strasburg Historic Walking Trail 
will be held at The Strasburg Museum at 
440 East King Street in Strasburg VA.  Pa-
trons are invited to enjoy an opening cere-
mony and refreshments. Afterwards, at-
tendees may take a guided tour or tour on 
their own.  
 

Sunday, May 7th - 3:00 PM 
Metes & Bounds: Surveying the Land in 
Colonial Augusta County. Colonial survey-
ing will be the topic for the Augusta County 
Historical Society Spring Meeting. At one 
time Augusta County stretched to the Mis-
sissippi River and one of the most important 
tools for the surveyor who charted this un-
known wilderness was the compass. Paul E. 
Parish, a living history reenactor, will pre-
sent “Metes & Bounds: Surveying the Land 
in Colonial Augusta County.” The surveyor 
and his compass were integral to the explo-
ration and settlement of uncharted lands. 
Parish will show the audience some original 
pieces of surveying equipment and ACHS 
will exhibit two of its priceless surveying 
tools. The program will take place in the 
Dairy Barn at the Frontier Culture Museum, 
1290 Richmond Rd, Staunton, VA  (I-81 and 
Route 250) The Spring Meeting is open and 
free to the public.  Info: 540-248-4151  

 

 

 
 

Saturday, May 20th - Sunday, May 21st   
10am - 4pm at The Virginia Museum of 
The Civil War, 8895 George Collins 
Parkway in New Market, VA for the 
159th Anniversary Battle of New Mar-
ket Commemoration  Join as they hon-
or the Battle of New Market that raged 
across Jacob Bushong’s farm and the 
soldiers that struggled there. Special 
emphasis will highlight the role of the 
Cadets from the Virginia Military Institute 
that were asked to fill a gap in the Con-
federate battle line and helped to turn 
the tide of the battle.  
Details and a schedule of events will be 
available as the event draws near. For 
more info, call:  866-515-1864  
 

Saturday, May 20th  - 10 to 3 PM 
MILLERS TRAINING DAY at the Bur-
well-Morgan Mill, 15 Tannery Lane, Mill-
wood, VA. The Clarke County Historical 
Association invites you to join in this day 
as they teach historic milling 
101.  Closed-toed shoes and clothes 
you don't mind getting flour on are re-
quired. The ticket price includes lunch 
and is refundable if you volunteer for 
three mill grinding days over the sum-
mer.  $20 Members $40 Non-Members. 
For Info:  540-837-1799  

Upcoming Events 

Saturday, April 15th - 9:30 AM to 4:00 PM  
Shenandoah University's McCormick 
Civil War Institute Annual Spring Confer-
ence: "So Tired & Exhausted": In Battle's 
Aftermath. Presentations by Brian Matthew 
Jordan (Sam Houston State University); 
Jonathan Jones (Virginia Military Institute); 
Jonathan Noyalas (Shenandoah University), 
and Melissa Winn (HistoryNet). Conference 
will explore how what occurred on the bat-
tlefield impacted soldiers and civilians in the 
immediate aftermath of battle and for dec-
ades after the conflict. $30 registration fee 
covers cost of all presentations and lunch. 

To register or for more details please vis-
it https://www.su.edu/mcwi/upcoming-
mccormick-civil-war-institute-events/
mccormick-civil-war-institute-spring-
conference/   Info:  540-740-4545  

Saturday, May 13th - 11:00 AM to 6:00 PM  
“Of Ale and History” Beer Fest. At Belle 
Grove Plantation, 336 Belle Grove Road in 
Middletown, VA The longest running beer 
festival in Virginia, is back with local beers 
to taste and live music from the Robbie 
Limon Band and Meisha Herron. More de-
tails will be available soon at 
www.bellegrove.org or call: (540) 869-2028  

 


